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by nature. A jealous government was not tin willing to avail
itself of a power which would include f interlopers * and keep
the natives wellc in hand/ though it is not less true that the
efforts of government cannot develope the material resources

of a country, much less restore life and intelligence to its decay-
ing- society. We are, however, beginning to value, for what it is
worth, a theory which at one time was exceedingly popular and

cannot now boast of the support of a single advocate of reputa-
tion* We have even gone so far as g'ladly to assent to Mr.
Campbell's sneer and to declare that land ( was to be private

*" property with liirht to abuse and mismanage it at the discretion
1 of its owner/ We arc gradually beginning* to recognise the force
of the well known maxim that, as regards property in land, the

energies of individuals are of greater value to society than the
boasted influence of the most powerful Government in the world.
We are growing in our appreciation of the importance of in-
dividual interest in land, and we are not unwilling* to renounce
all faith in the cumbrous machinery which has kept the land of
this country free from the influence of private proprietors.

The experience on which we ground our distrust of the policy
which condemns a large country to a state of prolonged pupil-
age is not likely to suiier from the facts which are daily brought
to light'. The kka& or direct Government management of land
has achieved a painful identity with mismanagement; it has borne
fruits which we have proclaimed to the world by our determination
to get rid of all kho& states, and we have already abandoned
our hold of five hundred such estates within two years. It
seems rather strange that though we have betrayed no extraor-
dinary reluctance to grant freedom to trade and commerce, we
have been painfully tenacious of our lien on land% Times, no
doubt, have changed since the days of the resumption-panacea,
when every piece of land resumed by Government was consi-
dered as happy a spot on. earth as the imagination could well con-
ceive ; but unpleasant facts have since come to light, and these
resumed lands have not been found to conduce much to the
happiness of society or to the coffers of the public exchequer.

The origin of khtis management may be traced in the un-
happy results of those defects which we were unable to separate
from what was essentially good in the Perpetual Settlement of
Bengal. We took fright at the appearance of evils which we could
not foresee and in our love of extremes we were resolved as far as
it lay in our power, never again to allow land to dribble through
our fingers; we were not only eager to acquire land, but wherever